
















Source: Georgia EPD Permitted Facilities Database
There are no Thermoelectric or Golf permits in any of these counties

Source: Georgia EPD Permitted Facilities Database



Source: Georgia EPD Permitted Facilities Database

Minor (< 1 MGD)
Major (>= 1 MGD)

Source: Georgia EPD Permitted Facilities Database



Flow Ranges of Wastewater Facilities in Region

Discharge
(MGD) Location

Smallest 0.003 Charlton CountySmallest 0.003 Charlton County

Largest 12 Lowndes 
County

Source: Georgia EPD Permitted Facilities Database



• Every 2 years, EPD releases a report entitled “Water 
Quality in Georgia” to comply with requirements of 
Section 305(b) of the Federal Clean Water Act.

Impaired Waters

Section 305(b) of the Federal Clean Water Act.

• This report is often referred to as the Georgia 305(b) 
Report.

The report describes water quality conditions of • The report describes water quality conditions of 
navigable waters across the State.

• Waters included in this report are classified by their 
use:
• Drinking water
• Recreation

• Coastal Fishing
• Wild River

Impaired Waters (cont.) 

• Recreation
• Fishing

• These waters are evaluated as to whether or not they 
support their use classification on several quality 
standards:
• Fish Guidance

Wild River
• Scenic River

• Metals • Temperature
• Toxicity
• Pesticides
• Priority Organics

• Ammonia
• pH
• Dissolved 

Oxygen

• Pathogens
• Biota 

Impacted



• Waters that do not support their use classifications are 
included on the 303(d) list, which is a list of impaired 
waters in the State. The current 305(b)/303(d) list 

Impaired Waters (cont.) 

waters in the State. The current 305(b)/303(d) list 
documents are available at:

http://www.gaepd.org/Documents/305b.html

• EPD develops wasteload allocations and total 
maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for 303(d)-listed waters.maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for 303(d) listed waters.

• TMDL process establishes allowable pollutant loadings 
or other quantifiable parameters for a water body 
based on the relationship between pollutant sources 

Impaired Waters (cont.) 

based on the relationship between pollutant sources 
and instream water quality conditions.

• This approach allows water quality-based controls to 
be developed to reduce pollution and restore and 
maintain water quality.

• A list of TMDLs by major river basin is available at:
http://www.gaepd.org/Documents/TMDL_page.html



Georgia’s 
Impaired WatersImpaired Waters

2008

Category Key

Bio F Biota Impacted (Fish Community)

Impaired Waters – Abbreviations

p ( y)

Bio M Biota Impacted (Macroinvertebrate Community)

DO Dissolved Oxygen

FC Fecal Coliform Bacteria

Trophic Weighted Residue Value of mercury in 
TWR

Trophic-Weighted Residue Value of mercury in 
fish tissue exceeding the EPD human health 
standard of 0.3mg/kg



• Most frequent reason for impairment is Fecal Coliform Bacteria 
(FC), followed by Dissolved Oxygen (DO)

Suwannee-Satilla Region
Impaired Water Bodies

Reason for 
Impairment

Percent of 
Impaired 

Bodies
FC 49%
DO 46%
TWR 20%

Bi  M 4%Bio M 4%
Bio F 3%
pH 3%



WRD Managed 
Fishing WatersFishing Waters



Fishing Opportunities in the
Suwannee-Satilla Region 

Suwannee River
• 33-mile portion in Georgia contains dark “tea 

stained” water and provides a unique fishing stained  water and provides a unique fishing 
experience

• Fish species to catch include warmouth, flier, chain 
pickerel and bullhead catfish

• Fliers are the most abundant fish sought by 
Suwannee anglers

Fishing Opportunities in the
Suwannee-Satilla Region (cont.)

Satilla River
• One of the most scenic and natural rivers in south 

GeorgiaGeorgia
• Five WRD-operated boat ramps
• One of the premier redbreast sunfish rivers in the 

southeast
• An angler's best bet for catching a redbreast 

greater than 1 pound
B t b t  l  i l d  bl ill  i  d • Best bets also include bluegill, crappie and 
bullhead catfish



Fishing Opportunities in the
Suwannee-Satilla Region (cont.) 

Lower Ocmulgee River
• Large and sluggish
• Many meandering bends and some oxbow lakes• Many meandering bends and some oxbow lakes
• Variety of fishing opportunities, including bass, 

bream and catfish

Fishing Opportunities in the
Suwannee-Satilla Region (cont.) 

St. Mary’s River
• Remote, meandering black water stream that 

originates in the Okefenokee Swamporiginates in the Okefenokee Swamp
• Little development and few river crossings
• One WRD-operated boat ramp
• Chances of catching a 6” or larger redbreast sunfish 

are excellent
• Supports healthy populations of bluegill, yellow and 

b  b llh d  h l tfi h d hit  tfi hbrown bullheads, channel catfish and white catfish



Level III & IV
Ecoregions
of Georgiaof Georgia



Significant Level IV Ecoregions in Suwannee-Satilla Region

Level IV 
Ecoregion Description

65g - Dougherty 
Mostly flat to gently rolling, influenced by near-
surface limestone; karst topography contains g g y

Plain
p g p y

sinkholes, springs, and fewer streams in flatter part 
of plain.

75g - Okefenokee 
Swamp

Mix of forested swamp and freshwater marsh with 
some pine uplands; swamp contains headwaters 
for St. Marys and Suwannee Rivers.

• High priority species identified on the basis of: 
• Critically imperiled species

High Priority Species within Southeastern Plains and Southern 
Coastal Plains

• Habitat indicator species known to be in decline

• Species endemic to Georgia

• Rare or uncommon species in need of further 
research

• Data source: Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Data source: Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation 
Strategy for Georgia (August 2005)

Available at: http://www1.gadnr.org/cwcs/Documents/strategy.html



• SE Plains Level III Ecoregion
• 145 different high priority plants

iff i i i i

High Priority Species within Southeastern Plains and Southern 
Coastal Plains (cont.)

• 85 different high priority animals

• S. Coastal Plain Level III Ecoregion
• 88 different high priority plants

• 75 different high priority animals

• More info on Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation • More info on Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation 
Strategy for Georgia:
http://www1.gadnr.org/cwcs/Documents/strategy.html

Local Elected OfficialLocal Elected Official 
Comments

3:30 PM – 3:45 PM



Public Comments

3:45 PM – 4:00 PM

Wrap-UpWrap Up,
What to Expect Next 

Meeting

4:00 PM – 4:15 PM



• Preferred Dates?
• March 17th

Proposed Council Meeting 5 Dates and Location (March 8th –
March 25th)

• Other?

• Preferred Locations?
• Douglas
• The Inn at Blueberry Plantation 
• Other?

Council Meeting 4Council Meeting 4 
Evaluation

4:15 PM – 4:30 PM



Thank You!


